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 DeKalb County Government 
       Service • Pride • Integrity • Courage  

 Mark Pietrowski, Jr., County Board Chairman 
 John Frieders, County Board Vice-Chairman 

May 19, 2020 

The Honorable JB Pritzker 
Governor of Illinois 
Office of the Governor 
James R. Thompson Center 
100 W. Randolph, 16-100 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Re: Local Funding and COVID-19 

Dear Governor Pritzker, 

We hear regularly from our small businesses and our religious community about the desire to open safely 
under guidance from our public health experts. Our county is a rural area consisting of many small towns 
that are suffering from their small businesses being unable to operate, pay their bills and retain employees. 

In recent conference calls with the DeKalb County Mayors Forum, this challenging issue was reported in 
municipality after municipality. We are writing on behalf of the Town of Cortland Mayor Russell Stokes, 
City of DeKalb Mayor Jerry Smith, City of Genoa Mayor Mark Vicary, Village of Hinckley President 
Nancy Nelson, Village of Kingston President Jim Baenziger, Village of Kirkland President Ryan Block, 
Village of Lee President Josh Carlson, Village of Malta President Robert Iversen, Village of Maple Park 
President Kathleen Curtis, City of Sandwich Mayor Richard Robinson, Village of Shabbona President 
Donald Goncher, Village of Somonauk President Aaron Grandgeorge, City of Sycamore Mayor Curt 
Lang, and the Village of Waterman President Darryl Beach to make you aware of this collaborative 
request. We respectfully ask that churches, restaurants, fitness centers, RV sites and campgrounds, among 
others not currently allowed in Phase 3, be authorized to reopen under the guidance of our local, state and 
federal health organizations to safely protect workers and their patrons. 

Our Municipalities and the County rely on state shared local revenues to support our citizens. Across our 
14 municipalities revenue projections are down, while costs are on the rise due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. In addition to new costs, pension obligations for first responders and other costs remain. We 
urge that when the General Assembly and Governor create the FY2021 state budget, desperately needed 
local revenues must be protected and increased rather than decreased. 

Our government employees are working hand in hand with health care workers on the front line of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Even though the DeKalb County Nursing Home received $314,000 from the 
CARES Act, the rest of DeKalb County Government including all of our municipalities identified above 
have not received direct funding from the CARES Act to help combat the effects of COVID-19.  
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As of today, DeKalb County has 282 cases and four (4) deaths due to COVID-19. As of today, our 
County’s overall positivity rate was 10%.  All of our brave first responders and essential government staff 
require personal protective equipment, just like those who work in larger communities. We are urging you 
to provide local CARES Act or other related funding to the County and all communities in DeKalb 
County to ensure we have all the resources needed to continue to fight this pandemic. 

The Governor and a bipartisan coalition in the General Assembly came together to enact the Rebuild 
Illinois capital program. Rebuild Illinois will create good jobs and improve Illinois' aging infrastructure at 
a time when it is needed most. Rebuild Illinois, and all of the projects that it funds, are vital to the 
economic recovery of DeKalb County after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Again, we urge you to include churches and other small businesses not currently included in Phase 3. 
Larger stores that sell food or cleaning supplies have been allowed to corner the market for "non-
essential" items which have devastated our smaller businesses. We want all of our businesses to have a 
fighting chance to sustain and thrive in our county. The owners of these small businesses are willing to 
follow local, state, and federal health guidelines and regulations for the safety of their employees and 
customers. DeKalb County UNITES, a grassroots small business task force which formed in response to 
the shelter-in-place order, has provided a letter explaining their interactions with and status of our 
businesses (see attached). 

We are further encouraged by the state legislature being called back to Springfield so that every elected 
official at our state level can help in the effort to continue to move our state forward in a positive 
direction. 

We request a response from your Administration on our Phase 3 request and want to keep communication 
lines open for any way DeKalb County can be helpful in restoring Illinois. We are ready to move forward 
together and protect the health of our residents and save our local economies. We are truly all in this 
together and thank you for your leadership. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Pietrowski, Jr., Chairman (D) John Frieders, Vice-Chairman (R) 
DeKalb County Board DeKalb County Board 
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May 16, 2020 

Dear Governor Pritzker,  

We appreciate your leadership during this difficult time for the State of Illinois.  We are compelled to 

bring to your attention the impact state orders are having on small businesses in DeKalb County.   

DeKalb County UNITES is a grassroots initiative established to provide support, information and 

encouragement to the small business sector.   Over the past several weeks, we have: 

• Urged the community to strategically direct their purchasing power to small businesses  

• Created a web page to share information about local, state and federal small business resources 

• Hosted webinars every Monday, Wednesday and Friday to share information about financial 

assistance, unemployment regulations, marketing, and tips from fellow small business owners  

• Made calls to ask large businesses and institutions in our community to accelerate purchases 

from small businesses and use local restaurants to provide food for workers  

• Provided one on one consultation to small business owners on how to apply for disaster 

recovery loans  

Despite our best efforts, a number of small businesses in our community have made the sad decision to 

close their doors forever.   Every day, we talk to businesses who are struggling mightily to hold on one 

more week.  Or one more day.   Family diners are bringing in 10% of their regular revenue as they try to 

recreate themselves as carry-out establishments, but are still unable to bring back more than a fraction 

of their workforce and struggle to pay their bills.  Worse yet, small retailers are bringing in no revenue as 

they watch big box stores – tough competitors during the best of times – ring up record sales selling the  

same goods that small retailers have been unable to sell because they can’t operate.   

We recognize the need to reopen our businesses safely and we appreciate the rigor of the Restore 

Illinois plan.   We recognize that different areas of the state are having different experiences with the 

pandemic.  We believe small businesses are capable of operating as safely as the big box stores and they 

are highly motivated to do so.  We implore you to allow local leaders to institute locally-informed safe 

practices to allow our businesses to reopen as soon as possible to reduce the tremendously negative 

impact of this crisis on our local economy, particularly the small business sector.  

Sincerely,  

DeKalb County UNITES Team 
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